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NEW
JoHN MUIR'S TRAVELS TO SOUTH AMERICA AND AFRICA
BY MICHAEL

P. BRANCH, UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO

.xcc~rpted

from Michael Branch's new book, John Muir's Last
South to the Amazon and East to Africa; Unpublished
and Selected Correspondence. Copyright © 200 1 by
Press. Published by Island Press/Shearwater Books, WashD.C., and Covelo, California. All rights reserved. Hard$27.50. ISBN 1-55963-640-8. To order John Muir's Last
please call Island Press at (800) 828-1302, or place your
at the Island Press website, www.islandpress.org.

Jve had a most glorious time on this trip, dreamed of
nearly half a century - have seen more than a thousand
miles of the noblest ofEarth's streams and gained far
more telling views of the wonderful forests than I ever
hoped for.
- John Muir to Katharine Hooker, written from
the Amazon delta, September 19, 1911

I. Seeing Muir Whole
we think of John Muir, a number of images typically
to mind. There is the Muir we associate with the glory
California's Sierra Nevada, the mountains he spent much
· life exploring and studying, and which he affectioncalled the Range of Light. There is Muir the environwho helped protect Yosemite as a national park,
formed and led the Sierra Club, shaped the emergent
park idea, defined the preservationist wing of the
environmental movement, and fought to the bitter,
end to save the Hetch Hetchy Valley from being
and inundated in what became a landmark battle in
environmental history. Then there is Muir the
•tunnllt<:ttP.ll naturalist, whose early studies in Sierra geolwere the first to prove Yosemite's glacial origins, and
later botanical studies won him the admiration of
worldwide. Perhaps we think of Muir the hiker,
walked 1,000 miles from Indiana to the Gulf of Mexico,
Muir the intrepid explorer, who in seven trips to Alaska -

many undertaken alone or with just a few native guides discovered dramatic features of the northern landscape. Of
course Muir was also a gifted mountaineer whose many
climbs, whether into a Douglas Fir crown in a windstorm,
behind a Yosemite waterfall by moonlight, up the sheer face
ofMt. Ritter alone, or along the dark, snowy shoulders of
Mt. Shasta, have become legendary. Some may think of the
young Muir who was so talented an inventor, or of the older
Muir, who was the confidante of presidents and the friend
of prominent journalists, artists, writers, and industrialists.
Finally, from these and many other remarkable experiences
emerges Muir the nature writer, a man who, though he himself often described writing as an unfortunate distraction
from nature and a sadly indirect way to communicate its
sacredness, produced works of environmental writing that
distinguish him as one of America's most eloquent and influential literary voices on behalf of the aesthetic, ecological,
and spiritual value of wilderness.
Amidst these various activities and accomplishments,
however, there is another Muir of whom we know far too
little, and of whom scholars and admirers of Muir too rarely
speak: John Muir the world traveler. Though "John 0'
Mountains" has been variously remembered as the wild child
ofthe Wisconsin wilderness, the guardian angel of the blessed
Sierra, and the grand old man of Alaska, his several significant journeys abroad have been largely forgotten, or in the
case of his last, to South America and Africa, little known.
In order to fully understand how global were Muir's interests
as a traveler, botanist, and environmentalist, it is imperative
that we recognize the vital role of international travels in
Muir's life and work.
In his first trip abroad, taken in 1864 at age twenty-six,
Muir made a seven-month botanical excursion across the
border, to the wilds of Canada in order to study flowers.
Almost thirty years later, in the summer of 1893, he toured
Europe, visiting Scotland, Norway, England, Switzerland,
France, Italy, and Ireland, in order to meet with fellow natu(continued on page 3)
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MUIR DUNBAR BIRTHPLACE THREATENED
John Muir's birthplace, an eighteenth century structure in Dunbar,
Scotland, thirty miles east of Edinburgh, is scheduled for renovation by the governing authority, the East Lothian Council, which
Muir's descendants and others describe as a plan to gut it and
create a virtual reality museum. Letters and e-mails of protest
have been sent to Dunbar by all of Muir's major biographers, by
environmentalists, and others. Muir's birthplace, currently a
museum, is the number one tourist attraction in Dunbar. The Muir
Birthplace Trust, with a grant of one-half million dollars, plans to
gut the interior of the structure and to construct a tower within the
walls of the building through which openings would permit the
public to view Muir videos and other memorabilia. Graham
White, a member of the national John Muir Trust and an occasional contributor to this newsletter, began a campaign in late
spring to reverse the ongoing plans for the site. No public comment on the hitherto secret plans had been invited, and Muir's
great grandson in Napa Valley, Bill Hanna, an honorary patron of
the Birthplace Trust, announced that the plans were an unwanted
surprise to him. Bowing to the outcry, the Council set up an extended period of public commentary through the summer, leaving
White to conclude that the earlier plans would be dropped. For
further information, readers may check the net at:
www.savejohnmuirhouse.org.uk

************
William R. Swagerty new director of the John Muir Center
for Environmental Studies
It is with great pleasure that we introduce our readers to the new
director of the Center. He is WiJliam R. Swagerty, a well-known
and highly respected scholar and teacher specializing in environmental history. He has been appointed Associate Professor of
History at .the University of the Pacific as well as Director ofthe
Center and ofUOP's newly expanded program in environmental
studies. He comes to the Center from the University of Idaho
where he was a member of that History Department for almost
twenty years. Bill Swagerty holds a B.A. from the Colorado
College in Colorado Springs and a Ph.D. from the University of
California at Santa Barbara. His scholarly interests include environmental studies in general, Northwest environmental issues,
Native American history, Canadian and American comparative
westward movements, and other topics. He has served several
visiting stints on the staff of the Center for the History of the
American Indian at the Newberry Library in Chicago, including
curating its major exhibit "America in 1492" as its Quincentennial
exhibition. He has served as a consultant to the Smithsonian Institution's National Museum of American History and for its Handbook of North American Indian Project, and for a variety of other
institutions on film and other projects. He has written dozens of
articles and papers, and edited for publication a number of monographs and proceedings volumes. He is currently under contract
for two books, one of which focuses on Lewis and Clark. In our
next issue, Bill will write a feature which will further inh·oduce
him to our readers.

NoTES
of our staff, and we wish to notify our readers of this publication.
It is Ethics, Places and Environment. It began to publish three
years ago in England, and appears three times a year. Recent
articles include:
"Moral sentiments and reciprocal obligations: the case for pension
fund investment in community development" by Gordon Clark.
"Ethics, reflexivity and researc.;h: encounters with homeless
people" by Paul Clike, Phil Cooke, Jenny Cursons, Paul
Milbourne and Rebekah Widdowfield.
"Aesthetic, social and ecological values in landscape architecture:
a discourse analysis" by Ian Thompson.
"Social justice and the ethics of development in post-apartheid
South Africa" by David M. Smith
To subscribe contact the journal's American address:
Carfax Publishing Taylor & Francis
Customer Services Department
325 Chestnut Street, 8'h Floor
Philadelphia·, PA 19106
FAX: (215) 625-2940

************
Mamie Kimes who, with her late husband, Bill, helped immortalize John Muir in the world of scholarship, prefers for herself the
designation of"Mountaineer." She and Bill followed in the footsteps of their hero Muir, and for a generation climbed mountains
throughout the world, from 1945 to 1968. She writes:

************
Editor's Note:
An error crept into the article by Parker Huber entitled "A Quiet
Way" in our Spring 2001, issue. The name should have read
Anne H. Winger.

************

I grew up on a large ranch in the San Joaquin Valley northeast of Hanford, California. My brother and sister and I drove
a Shetland pony and buggy to a rural school about two and
(continued on page 10)
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ETHICS, PLACES AND ENVIRONMENT
A relatively new journal of great interest has come to the attention
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ralists and visit such celebrated landscapes as the glacial fjords
of coastal Norway, the English Lake District, the Matterhorn,
Mont Blanc, the Lakes of Killarney, and the Scottish Highlands. A decade later, from May, 1903 to May, 1904, Muir
toured the world, primarily in order to study trees. Traveling at
· Harvard botanist Charles S. Sargent and then on his
went to Europe, Russia, the Far East, the Middle
and New Zealand, before returning to San
via Honolulu. Muir's world tour, made when he was
in his mid-sixties, confirmed his passion for internavel and nature study, and whetted his appetite for a
to South America and sub-Saharan Africa, the two
of the globe he had not yet seen. Muir's final
journey- the final major journey of his life and
he proclaimed his most rewarding - is lesser known
the Canadian excursions and the world tour, and is
of John Muir's Last Journey.

The True Beginnings of the Last Journey
to understand the significance and poignancy of John
last journey, we must revisit his first major journey,
1867 thousand-mile walk from Indianapolis, IndiGulf of Mexico, made when he was twenty-nine
Having recently recovered from the industrial accileft him temporarily blind, Muir left Indianapolis on
1, 1867, headed for points south and traveling by
leafiest, and least trodden way" he could find
Thousand, 1). "I propose to go South and see somethe vegetation of the warm end of the country, and if
to wander far enough into South America to see tropiin all its palmy glory," he wrote (Thousand, xix).
keeping his own promise that if God should restore the
he would use it to study the beauty of the creation
the contrivances of man, Muir walked alone, a
miles to the Gulf of Mexico at Cedar Keys, Florida,
intention of continuing to South America by boat. The
flyleaf inscription with which young Muir began
of that epic walk clearly suggests his new orientalife: "John Muir, Earth-planet, Universe."
Muir's accident did not generate the idea of
far afield, it did inspire him to try to fulfill a childAs a boy Muir had delighted in the adventures of
,.,... ..,.,"''n and African explorers, and had yearned somehave such adventures himself. "Boys are fond of the
of travelers, and one day, after I had been reading
Park's travels in Africa," wrote Muir in his autobiogreferring to the Scottish explorer's 1860 book Travels
or Regions ofAfrica, "mother said: 'Weel, John,
you will travel like Park and Humboldt some day'"
145). Even more important than Mungo Park in inspirs early dreams of international exploration was the
explorer and scientist Alexander von Humserved as a model of the sort of broad minded,
-r···-·-··J inclined natural scientist that Muir aspired to
It was largely through Humboldt's account of his
travels that Muir developed his most burning
: to explore and study the tropical rainforests of the
basin.
s letters from the mid-1860s demonstrate unequivo-

cally that he developed high hopes for a voyage to South
America before his 1867 industrial accident. The most telling
of these letters, written to a friend on the day following his
misfortune, makes clear how serious he was about the southern
journey: "For weeks," he wrote, "I have daily consulted maps
in locating a route through the Southern States, the West Indies,
South America, and Europe - a botanical journey studied for
years. And so my mind has long been in a glow with visions
of the glories of a tropical flora; but, alas, I am half blind. My
right eye, trained to minute analysis, is lost and I have scarce
heart to open the other" (Thousand, xvi). And as his vision
slowly returned, Muir more fully admitted the strength of his
passion for the journey. "For many a year," he commented,
"I have been impelled toward the Lord's tropic gardens of
the South. Many influences have tended to blunt or bury this
constant longing, but it has outlived and overpowered them
all" (Thousand, xviii).
Muir'sjournal of the epic walk- the first of his sixty
extant journals - was posthumously published in 1916 as A
Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf, and it has received a great
deal of well-deserved critical attention since then. What has
received far too little attention, however, is the fact that Muir's
· ultimate goal for the walk was not the Gulf of Mexico, but
rather South America. Cedar Keys was not a destination but an
unplanned, illness-induced stopover on a longer trip toward
the greatest of the world's river basins, as Muir's own description of his travel plan makes clear. "I had long wished to visit
the Orinoco basin and in particular the basin of the Amazon,"
he wrote, describing his ambitions for a truly Humboldtian
adventure. "My plan was to get ashore anywhere on the north
end of the continent, ·push on southward through the wilderness around the headwaters of the Orinoco, until I reached a
tributary of the Amazon, and float down on a raft or skiff the
whole length of the great river to its mouth" (Thousand, 96).
When a ship arrived in Cedar Keys bound for Havana in early
January, Muir decided he would add a Cuban sojourn to his
plans; however, Muir's beachcombing and botanizing along
the Cuban coast, while enjoyable, failed to fully restore his
strength. He finally decided, regretfully, that his ambitious
journey to the Amazon could not be effected under such adverse circumstances, and would have to be put on hold.
Muir's decision in that moment of postponement changed
the course of his life, and radically influenced the development of American environmental concern, protection, and
literature as we now know them. "I could not find a vessel of
any sort bound for South America, and so made up a plan to
go North, to the longed-for cold weather of New York, and
thence to the forests and mountains of California," wrote Muir,
who had seen a brochure boasting of the geological and botanical wonders ofthe Sierra Nevada (Clarke, 58). "There, I
thought, I shall find health and new plants and mountains, and
after a year spent in that interesting country I can carry out my
Amazon plans" (Thousand, 96). It proved a fateful decision, for
upon his arrival in San Francisco, via the Isthmus of Panama,
in late March, 1868, John Muir walked into the Sierra, into
Yose-mite, and into history.

III. A Dream Long Deferred
It might be said that the John Muir we have come to know and
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appreciate is the figure who developed during the forty-four
year hiatus between his first and second attempts to reach the
Amazon. Nearly everything we know of Muir's contributions
as a writer, mountaineer, scientist, natural philosopher, and
environmental advocate follows from his auspicious arrival in
California. But if, after Muir's first glimpse of the Sierra, "the
rest is history," then the history of Muir's life and travels as it
has commonly been told remains incomplete. For during the
four decades spanning Muir's better known adventures, he
continued to dream of the Amazon journey that had been
thwarted in his youth, and he never relinquished hope that he
might someday complete the voyage that had been so earnestly
begun when he left Indianapolis in 1867.
In 1908 Muir, now a national icon and a famous scientist, preservationist, and writer, turned seventy years old.
His wife, Louie, had died three years earlier, and his daughters, Wanda and Helen, had begun to give him grandchildren;
he had begun to excavate old dreams and memories by dictating material for his autobiography; activist work had begun to
limit his opportunities to travel; and his advancing age seemed
to increase the urgency of his literary affairs. In a Jetter of
March 2, 1911, Muir described the several books he was then
working on, adding that "I have also planned a book describing other Yosemites, another on mountaineering ... one on
trees, one or two on Alaska, two or three on earth sculpture,
etc., two or three on travels abroad, and one on animals, etc."
Weighing his literary ambitions against the magnetic pull
of wilderness travel, Muir decided, as he had so many times
before, that making books would have to wait. Shortly before
his seventy-third birthday, Muir responded passionately to a
friend who had inquired whether he had finally given up the
idea of voyaging to South America: "Have I forgotten the
Amazon, Earth's greatest river? Never, never, never. It has
been burning in me half a century, and wiii burn forever."
During late winter or early spring, 1911, Muir began to plan
in earnest for what he knew would be his last chance to fulfill
the long-held dream of reaching the great river. Perhaps thinking of one of his favorite poetic lines- '"twiii soon be dark,"
from Ralph Waldo Emerson's "To J. W." - Muir wrote to his
friend Robert Underwood Johnson that he hoped to reach
South America "before it is too late." Having tied up what
loose ends in California he could, Muir left San Francisco on
April 20, 1911, bound by rail to the East.
During the three months between his arrival in New York
and his August 12th departure for the equatorial rain-forests
of Brazil, Muir was tremendously busy lobbying influential
public figures on behalf ofHetch Hetchy and arranging for
publication of his autobiography and his Yosemite book,
which he had not yet completed. In reading the many unpublished letters written to Muir in the weeks preceding his departure, it is striking how energetically Muir's friends and family
attempted to dissuade him from taking the solitary voyage.
Politely dismissing the admonitions that he was too old, too
iii, or too important to undertake the voyage, Muir resolved
to reach the Amazon despite the objections of sympathetic
friends who did not fully share his passion for wilderness .
As he contemplated the upcoming journey, Muir seems
to have felt a keen sense of impending separation from loved
ones, combined with a conviction that a trip so important to
him as a person and as a naturalist had to be made before it

was too late. To his friends and family- and particularly to
Helen, his often infirm daughter who was now the mother of
an infant son named Muir- he wrote tender letters of concern offering paternal words of advice and encouragement.
Muir's sense ofloneliness and mortality, as well as his sense
of urgency to begin the voyage, were intensified by the unfortunate loss of many of his close friends to the ravages of old
age. In a poignant letter to Helen, Muir speculates on the
recent deaths of three of his closest friends: "Your letter received yesterday telling our dear Sellers's death Sunday made
me sad," he wrote. "I wonder ifleaves feel lonely when they
see their neighbors failing."
Given the objections voiced by his friends and family, the
anguish caused by the recent deaths of several close friends,
the worries about Hetch Hetchy Valley, the grueling task of
completing the Yosemite manuscript, and the lonely prospect
of traveling, old and alone, into the Amazon jungle, it is remarkable that Muir's journey happened at all. Despite these
discouragements, Muir's resolve to visit the Amazon seems
never to have wavered throughout this period. "It's kind of
you to care so much about my loneliness in my travels," he
wrote to a concerned friend, "but I'm always fortunate as a
·wanderer and fear nothing fate has in store." On the eve of his
departure he wrote that "I start tomorrow for the great hot
river I've been wanting so long to see, and alone as usual." But
Muir remained sanguine about his solitary travels; "oftentimes
our loneliest wanderings are most fruitful of all," he commented.
On August 10, 1911, Muir finished the manuscript of his
Yosemite book, and just two days later went down to the
Brooklyn Harbor to begin what was to be his last great journey. In 1868 the young John Muir had hesitantly deferred his
South America journey, and had instead come to New York
and caught a ship to California. Now, forty-four years later,
he was back, and, at long last, he was Amazon bound.

IV. The 40,000-Mile Odyssey
Muir's epic voyage began on August 12, 1911, when he left
Brooklyn and sailed south through the Atlantic and Caribbean
to Belem (then Para), Brazil, at the mouth of the Amazon.
From here Muir steamed 1,000 miles up the great river, fulfilling his dream of following Humboldt's tracks into the greatest
river basin on Earth. Near Manaus, at the confluence of the
Amazon and Rio Negro, Muir spent an exciting week observing trees, plants, birds, and reptiles, and making a special trip
into the thick jungle in an ultimately unsuccessful search of
the rare, gigantic water lily, Victoria regia. Though the infrequency of up-river steamers prevented him from going another 1,000 miles into the interior, as he had hoped, Muir was
deeply satisfied with his Amazonian jungle experience at the
completion of the trip that he had begun four decades earlier.
Returning to Belem Muir then sailed to Rio de Janeiro, where
he admired the glacially-sculpted landscape and the view from
the surrounding mountains before continuing south along the
Brazilian coast.
From Santos, Brazil, Muir began his quest to find a rare
tree of the Araucaria genus, Araucaria braziliensis, which he
knew to be native to southern Brazil. Now far off the routes
taken by the few tourists who visited this region during the

page 4

JOHN MUIR'S TRAVELS TO SOUTH AMERICA AND AFRICA BY MICHAEL P. BRANCH

early twentieth century, Muir traveled by rail inland from
Santos and then by small steamer up the Iguacu River into the
heart of the Brazilian wilderness, where he at last found vast
forests of Araucaria braziliensis . He remained in the forest
for more than a week, spending nearly every hour of daylight,
of the weather, making precise observations of the
tree in its native habitat.
next returned to the coast and sailed south to
Uruguay, and then Buenos Aires, Argentina.
Argentina he began the second of the great tree
of his voyage, traveling west across the South Amerito Chile, where he hoped to find the even more
of Araucaria braziliensis, Araucaria imbricata,
Monkey Puzzle Tree. Muir, however, had no
information about where the tree might be found, and
simply followed his botanist's instincts five hundred
from Santiago to Victoria, where, after an ardujourney through rough terrain and up to snowat last discovered the forest he had crossed the
to see. He spent an ecstatic day studying and sketchMonkey PuzzleTree before sleeping out beneath its
in the Andean night. Delighted with his observathe Monkey Puzzle forest, Muir was soon off again,
to Santiago and then back across the pampas to
Aires. From Buenos Aires he returned to Montevideo
a ship bound for South Africa, where he intended to
his travels and botanical studies.
second major phase of Muir's journey began in early
, when he sailed for South Africa, via the Canary
-then a grueling 35-day ocean voyage that clearly
Muir's deep desire to study the flora and landscape
continent. After spending Christmas and New
at sea, Muir at last arrived in Cape Town in mid1912.
coastal South Africa Muir began yet another great
1)';1.""''1':"- this time to Adansonia digitata, the Afri- traveling inland by rail to search for the tree
famed Victoria Falls of the Zambezi River. Among
living things on earth, the baobab.is believed to live
years. Little wonder that Muir was so determined
this remarkable tree, or that he so delighted in studybaobab when at last he found it growing near Victoria
after observing and sketching the baobab Muir
the experience one ofthe most rewarding of his life.
n•v,..,•n•v to the southeastern coast of Africa, Muir sailed
Mombasa, in present-day Kenya, where he began the
of his journey. In early February he went inland by
the wildlife-rich Athi plains to Nairobi, and then
shores of Lake Victoria. Taking a small boat across
lake, Muir studied central African flora on his way
Falls, where he watched the waters of the Nile betheir 3,000-mile course to the sea. Muir then returned
Africa, where he spent a few days studying trees as
for the long homestretch of his journey.
late February Muir sailed north: through the Indian
Gulf of Aden, Red Sea, and Gulf of Suez, then
the Suez Canal and across the Mediterranean Sea to
, Italy. On March 15 he began the final leg of his travplying the sea along the mountainous coast of Spain,
through the Straits of Gibraltar into the North

Atlantic. After weathering unusually severe storms at sea,
John Muir arrived safely back in New York on March 27,
only a few weeks shy of his seventy-fourth birthday. He had
traveled 40,000 miles since leaving America the previous
summer, and had not been ill a single day.
(to be continued . .. .)

WORKS CITED
Note: All undocumented quotations are from John Muir's Last
Journey.
Clarke, James Mitchell. The Life and Adventures ofJohn Muir.
San Francisco: Sierra Club, 1979.
Bade, William Frederic, ed. Introduction to A Thousand-Mile
Walk to the Gulf, by John Muir. 1916. San Francisco: Sierra
Club, 1992.
Branch, Michael P., ed. Introduction to John Muir's Last Journey: South to the Amazon and East to Africa. Washington,
D.C.: Island, 2001.
Muir, John. John Muir's Last Journey: South to the Amazon and
East to Africa. Ed. Michael P. Branch. Washington, D.C.:
Island, 2001.
- The Mountains of California. 1894. New York: Dorset, 1988.
-The Story ofMy Boyhood and Youth. 1913. San Francisco:
Sierra Club, 1989.
-A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf Ed. William Frederic
Bade. 1916. San Francisco: Sierra Club, 1992.
Wolfe, Linnie Marsh. Son of the Wilderness: The Life ofJohn
Muir. Madison: University ofWisconsin Press, 1945.

Buddhism and the 'Subversive Science'
David P. Barash
(This article appears with the permission of the author. It first
appeared in The Chronicle ofHigher Education in the issue of
February 23, 2001.)
Buddhism is "in," and has been for about 2,500 years, if only
for a few decades in the West. Ecology, too, is "in," but for
only about 30 years, since the first Earth Day, in April 1970.
Buddhism is a religion -or a spiritual/philosophical tradition
-whereas ecology is a science. Buddhism is Eastern; ecology
is Western. And yet, the twain have already met.
This meeting of the minds, Buddhist and ecological,
results from similar insights into the nature of reality - indistinguishable from the reality of nature- and how we fit in.
People who follow ecological thinking (including some of our
hardest-headed scientists) may not realize that they are also
embracing an ancient spiritual tradition. Many who espouse
Buddhism- succumbing, perhaps, to its chic Hollywood
appeal- may not realize that they are also endorsing a worldview with political implications that go beyond bumper stickers and trendy, feel-good support for a "free Tibet."
"If you are a poet," writes the contemporary Zen master
Thich Nhat Hanh, "you will see that there is a cloud in this
sheet of paper. Without a cloud, there will be no rain; without
rain, the trees cannot grow; and without trees, we cannot make
paper." The beloved Vietnamese monk goes on to include the
logger who cut the trees, the logger's mother, and so forth.
If you, too, can see the cloud in this sheet of paper, then
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maybe you also are a poet, a Zen master ... or an ecologist.
Regardless of who sees it, there really is a cloud in this sheet
of paper, as well as a bark beetle, a handful of soil, a bit of
bird poop, even the gasoline that powered the logger' s chain
saw. It is even possible that if you were to chronicle the history of those carbon atoms currently part of the paper you are
now holding, you would find that they were once part of Peter
the Great, a woolly mammoth, or (and!) A Komodo dragon,
before they found themselves incorporated into the loblolly
pine that eventually became this particular sheet of paper.
The ecological concept is easy to grasp, although often
difficult to act upon. It is also remarkably similar to the fundamental insight of Buddhism: the interconnectedness and
interdependence of all things (prattiiya-samutpada, in Sanskrit; paticca-samuppada, in Pali).
Traditional Tibetan Buddhists repeat, over and over, that
all things have at some time been our mothers, just as we have
at some time been theirs. Thich Nhat Hanh teaches about "interbeing," the fact that we and all other things "inter-are." In
the Theravada tradition of Buddhism, devotees have long been
advised to practice self-restraint and consideration for others;
in the other great Buddhist perspective, Mahayana, followers
are enjoined to liberate all beings from suffering. Throughout,
the underlying principle is compassion, which means something quite different from empathy, sympathy, or even doing
good or being nice, not to mention easy phrases about "feeling
your pain."
The touchstone, instead, is a Buddhist teaching that is
among the most difficult for Westerners: the concept of"noself." But it requires less denial of common sense than one
might think, especially if it is reformulated as "interdependence," or, as sometirnes translated, "dependent co-arising." In
short, for Buddhists there is no self, because each of us arises
in conjunction with others, dependent on and inseparable from
those others. Everyone is composed entirely of non-self stuff,
atoms and molecules that each shares with everyone and
everything. For Buddhists and ecologists alike, we are all
created from spare parts scavenged from the same cosmic junk
heap, from which "our" components are on temporary loan,
and to which they will eventually be recycled. (When, in the
closing image of Gary Larson's hilarious eco-parable There's
a Hair in My Dirt, a friendly family of worms concludes by
looking smilingly up at the reader as though to say, "We' ll be
seeing you soon," they are factually, ecologically, and Buddhistically right.)
And so, our "existence" is not a distinct and separable
phenomenon. Genuine compassion, in the sense of suffering
with, is easy - in fact, unavoidable - insofar as no one is
distinct from the recipient of his or her concern. A major Buddhist text, theAvatamsaka ("Adorning the Buddha With Flowers") Sutra, consists of 10 insights into the significance of
"interpenetration" between beings and their environment.
The British poet Francis Thompson said it this way: "All
things ... near and far, hiddenly to each other, connected are,
that thou canst not stir.a flower without the troubling of a star."
John Muir glimpsed the same principle: "When we try to pick
out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else in
the universe." For ecologists, no less than poets or Buddhists,
it is the basic rule: connectedness, inseparability, food webs,
trophic levels, community interactions, call it what you will.
At one point in the Origin of Species, Darwin speculated
playfully that by keeping cats, English spinsters made London

a more pleasant and flower-full place. His idea was as follows :
Cats, as everyone knows, eat mice. Mice, as fewer people
realize, occasionally destroy the nests of bumblebees, which
are typically dug into the ground. And bumblebees, of course,
pollinate flowers. So more cats, fewer mice. Fewer mice, more
bumblebees. More bumblebees, more flowers . Therefore: more
cat-lovers equals more flowers! No one has ever tested Darwin' s
proposal. But many other such connections have been elucidated; they are the stuff of ecology, no less than of Buddhism.
Here is one example, recently reported in Science: a project originally conceived to investigate the causes of periodic
infestations of gypsy moths, a pest introduced from Europe
that, about one year in ten, causes great damage to forests in
eastern North America. Researchers suspected a connection
between the periodic gypsy-moth outbreaks and an abundance
of acorns, which result from the intervention of white-footed
deer mice, common to Eastern forests.
Mouse populations, like that of gypsy moths, tend to
fluctuate. The abundance of deer mice seems to be influenced
by the availability of acorns; in fact, deer mouse numbers skyrocket following a good acorn crop, which happens about
every two to five years. And white-footed deer mice don't eat
just acorns. They are also major predators of the pupae of .
gypsy moths. So it seemed reasonable that in the immediate
aftermath of a heavy acorn production, there would be a large
mouse population, which would, in tum, keep the gypsy moths
in check. Similarly, following poor acorn years, there should
be relatively few mice and, therefore, more gypsy moths.
During the summer of 1995, a year after the most recent
heavy acorn crop, the mice were abundant in an upstate New
York forest. Ecologists then removed most of the mice from
three patches of forest, each measuring about 2.7 hectares (no
small task!). They next proceeded to compare the numbers of
gypsy-moth pupae in those areas with comparable forest plots
from which the mice had not been removed. Sure enough,
fewer mice yielded more moths; 45 times more, in fact.
The next step was to simulate a banner acorn year. With
the help of a local Girl Scout troop, the researchers scattered
nearly four tons of acorns over the experimental, mousedepleted plots. Mice quickly repopulated the place. In fact,
mouse numbers went through the roof, which demonstrated
that more acorns indeed means more mice.
But the story isn't over yet. White-footed deer mice are
not only consumers of acorns and of gypsy-moth pupae. They
are also a major reservoir for the parasitic organism that causes
Lyme disease. Infected mice are bitten by tick larvae; these
larvae find their way to deer, whereupon they develop into
reproducing adult ticks, which then sometimes transmit Lyme
disease to people, among other mammals. The ecologists
found that following a good acorn crop, there was, in conjunction with the increased mouse population, an eightfold rise in
the abundance of tick larvae. There were also heightened
numbers of deer- attracted by the acorns - which brought
along their burden of adult ticks, which bred and bestowed
their larvae upon the flourishing mice. Mice occupying acornenriched plots had about 40 percent more tick larvae than did
the denizens of normal, control forest areas.
Are there any practical implications to be derived from all
this? For one thing, there is a warning to the medical community: It seems likely- but is not yet proved- that Lyme
disease outbreaks will be especially likely in so-called "mast
years," when acorn production is unusually high. For another,
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foresters might be tempted to try inhibiting gypsy-moth outbreaks, and thus improve lumber yields, by distributing additional acorns or some other mouse food. But that might bring
about Lyme disease epidemics. Alternatively, public-health
officials, wanting to reduce Lyme disease, might look into various ways of chemically suppressing the production of mast.
might bring about gypsy-moth infestations. Every.t seems is connected. The Buddha would understand.
monk asks master, "How may I enter in the Way?,"
points to a stream and responds, "Do you hear that
There you may enter." Walking in the mountains, a
asked, "Do you smell the flowering laurel?" The monk
" declared the master, "I have hidden nothing from
the enlightened Buddhist, humanity and nature cona single reality. By contrast, dichotomous thinking is
Western thought, deriving, perhaps, from the Platonic
of ideal versus real and intellect versus emotion, not
the Judeo-Christian: God versus creation, spirit
flesh, sin versus redemption and- most important for
-organism versus environment and humanity
nature. Such thinking has long been anathema to Budas it is now to ecology.
•a""'""'a'"-'• ecology was defined as the study ofthe
ons between organisms and their environments, a
that approaches the Buddhist recognition of in terreBut the science was still dualistic. Significantly, ecolomodify the definition to emphasize the fundamental
of subject and surroundings. We cannot separate the
the prairie, or the spotted owl from its coniferous
Since any such distinction is arbitrary, the ecologist
the bison-prairie, owl-forest units. Food webs, like
corrne<cti'r1g mouse, acorn, and gypsy moth, are not mere
of who-eats-whom, but outlines of their very beBuddhist suggestion that an organism's skin does not
it from its environment but, rather, joins it, could just
have come from a "master" of physiological ecology.
seemingly simple message, this, but in such simplicity
great power, and truth. In a famous essay, "The Hedgethe Fox," the late British philosopher Isaiah Berlin used
and an observation by the Greek poet Archilochus
for various human styles of knowing: "The fox
many things," Archilochus wrote more than 2,000
"but the hedgehog knows one big thing." In the
formulation, the wisdom of both ecology and Budare derived from just one thing, but it, too, is very big.
dualism overcome and the world seen in its organic
it is absurd to consider natural processes as "harm""''~"''""~· "A duck's legs, though short, cannot be
without dismay to the duck, and a crane's legs,
long, cannot be shortened without misery to the crane."
mind tends to be considerably more Procrustean.
•VllJJ'.';""• too, have come to the same realization, with
acceptance of predation, decomposition, even
as having a place in maintaining healthy ecosystems.
"v'ul'.''"'" have reevaluated even cause and effect with
to systems analysis and complex flowcharts repreinputs and a bewildering array of interconnections - a
"neural net" writ large. Simple verbal description, with
linearity, has become inadequate for ecoloas it has long been disdained by Buddhist masters.
there is suffering, the existence of which constitutes
of Buddhism's Four Noble Truths (followed by identi-

fying the sources of suffering; recognizing that it can be transfanned; and finally, taking the "eightfold path" to accomplish
this). It is no coincidence that Thoreau, America's first enviromnentalist, was also a student of Indian religion and the first
translator of the Lotus Sutra into English; in this classic teaching, Shakyamuni Buddha compares the dharma- the true
nature of reality- to a soothing rain that nourishes all beings.
Such beneficence is much needed .
In his now-classic manifesto, The Sand County Almanac,
the pioneering ecologist Aldo Leopold wrote more than 50
years ago that to have an ecological conscience is to "live
alone in a world of wounds." The Buddha urged his followers
to be sensitive to the suffering of all sentient beings, and his
First Precept is to commit oneself to ahimsa, or nonharming.
The Buddhist ideal is to go further, to become a bodhisattva,
an individual dedicated to enlightenment, who vows to relieve
the suffering of all beings. In the Metta Sutra, Theravada
monks and lay adherents vow to practice loving kindness:
"Even as a mother protects with her life her child, her only
child, so with a boundless heart should one cherish all living
beings." And here is the first verse of"The Bodhisattva Path,"
by Shantideva, a revered poet of the eighth century: "May I be
the doctor and the medicine/ And may I be the nurse/ For all
sick beings in the world/ Until everyone is healed."
'
Ecology is many things: a science, a worldview, a cautionary tale. It can be nearly incomprehensible in its mathematical modeling, downright tedious in it verbal pomposity,
theoretically abstruse yet dirty-under-the-fingernails practical,
often ignored and derided although desperately needed as a
voice for basic planetary hygiene and a practical corrective to
hubris. It has been called the "subversive science," since it
undercuts our ego-centric insistence of separateness, and with
it, our inclination to ride roughshod over the rest of the natural
world. Buddhism is no less subversive, its ecological implications in particular carrying the serious practitioner far beyond
giddy adoration for the Dalai Lama or longing to share a passion with Richard Gere.
To E.M. Forster's celebrated injunction, "Only connect,"
Buddhists and ecologists would add that we are already connected. Our job is to recognize this connection and to act'
accordingly, paying attention to our breadth and not just our
breath. However, the ecological implications of Buddhismor the Buddhist implications of ecology- are neither easy nor
for the fainthearted. Shortly after the First National Economic
Development Plan was drafted in Thailand, the Bangkok government imprisoned rrionks for teaching santutthi (contentment
with what one has). The authorities feared that this Buddhist
ideal would interfere with shortsighted economic development
... which it would, and did.
In the United States, thousands of moviegoers chuckled
indulgently at a notable scene in Seven Years in Tibet, in which
Buddhist monks carefully removed earthworms, by hand, from
a construction site. But when it comes to certain spiritualreligious-philosophical traditions, beware what you espouse:
They may tum out to be unexpectedly demanding. Thus, in
another movie, Becket, we witness the transformation of
Richard Burton, as Thomas aBecket, who gives up not only
his sybaritic lifestyle upon being designated archbishop, but
eventually his life.
When it comes to the interpenetration of Buddhism and
ecological wisdom, the consequences of serious "practice"
may be less dire, although equally significant: Instead of los-
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ing a life, we just might expand ours.

David P. Barash is a professor ofpsychology at the University of Washington and the author of 19 books, most recently
Understanding Violence (Allyn & Bacon, 2001) and The
Mammal in the Mirror (W.H. Freeman, 1999). His next two
books, Revolutionary Biology (Transaction) and The Myth of
Monogamy (W.H. Freeman), are being published this year.

such everyday issues as workplace safety; focuses on problems
linked to the dry-cleaning industry, janitorial cleaning supplies,
and food distribution.

Who Killed the Great Auk? By Jeremy Gaskell (Oxford University Press; 227 pages; $25). Examines conservationists' responses to the mid-nineteenth-century extinction of a flightless
bird that was one of the world's largest species of waterfowl.
Killing for Conservation: Wildlife Policy in Zimbabwe, by
Rosaleen Duffy (Indiana University Press; 224 pages; $49.95
hardcover, $19.95 paperback). Uses Zimbabwe as a case study
of tensions between economic and environmental interests in
developing countries.

Recent Books John Muir
Would Have Enjoyed
The Natural West: Environmental History in the Great Plains
and Rocky Mountains, by Dan Flores (University of Oklahoma
Press; 285 pages; $29.95). New and previously published writings in environmental history; topics include the grizzly bear and
the West.

Changing Tracks: Predators and Politics in Mt. McKinley
National Park, by Timothy Rawson (University of Alaska Press;
326 pages; $39.95 hardcover, $24.95 paperback). Describes the
decades-long debate that arose in the 1930's when the National
Park Service stopped killing wolves in the national park in Alaska;
topics include how the controversy prompted landmark studies in
wolf ecology by the biologist Adolph Murie.

Tile Endangered Species Act: History, Conservation Biology,
and Public Policy, by Brian Czech and Paul R. Krausman (Johns
Hopkins University Press; 240 pages; $26). Topics include ways
of improving the 1972 act's methods of prioritizing species.

The Bulldozer in tile Countryside: Suburban Sprawl and the
Rise ofAmerican Environmentalism, by Adam Rome (Cambridge University Press; 316 pages; $54.95 hardcover, $19.95
paperback). Describes how the rapid postwar growth of the suburbs was met by early efforts to address the consequences of
urban sprawl; focuses on the years 1945 to 1970.

An Ethics ofPlace: Radical Ecology, Postmodernity, and Social
Theory, by Mick Smith (State University ofNew York Press;
287 pages; $68.50 hardcover, $22.95 paperback). Criticizes the
marginalization of environmentalism in contemporary ethical
theories and offers an alternative.

Lewis Creek Lost and Found, by Kevin Dann (Middlebury
College Press/University Press of New England; 240 pages; $45
hardcover, $19.95 paperback). Uses the experiences of three
nineteenth century men- a botanist, a Quaker farmer, and a
Congregationalist minister turned paleontologist- to examine
the natural history of the Lewis Creek watershed in Vermont's
Champlain Valley.

Wildemess Comes Home: Rebuilding the Northeast, edited by
Christopher McGrory Klyza (Middlebury College Press/University Press of New England; 335 pages; $50 hardcover, $22.95
paperback). Writings on the condition of wilderness areas in the
Northeastern United States; presents a model for "rewilding" the
North Woods.
Environmentalism Unbound: Exploring New Pathways for
Change, by Robert Gottlieb (MIT Press; 396 pages; $29.95).
Argues for extending the environmentalist movement to deal with

Conservation Trusts, by Sally K. Fairfax and Darla Guenzler
(University Press of Kansas; 248 pages; $40 hardcover, $19.95
paperback). Discusses legal, practical, and other aspects ofland
trusts established for environmental protection by government,
private, or combined interests.
Eugene Odum: Ecosystem Ecologist and Environmentalist, by
Betty Jean Craige (University of Georgia Press; 264 pages;
$34.95). A biography of the American scientist (1913-), who is
known as the father of"ecosystem ecology."

The World and the Wild, edited by David Rothenberg and Marta
Ulvaeus (University of Arizona Press; 250 pages; $19.95). Essays
that go beyond American views on conservation to offer perspectives from Brazil, Chile, India, Mexico, South Africa, and other
countries.
Natural Selections: National Parks in Atlantic Canada, 19351970, by Alan MacEachem(McGill-Queen's University Press;
330 pages; US $49.95). Traces the environmental history of
Atlantic Canada's first four national parks beginning with their
selection in the 1930's; covers. Cape Breton Highlands, Prince
Edward Island, Fundy and Terra Nova.

A Green and Permanent Land: Ecology and Agriculture in the
Twentieth Century, by Randal S. Beeman and James A. Pritchard
(University Press of Kansas; 232 pages; $29.95). Traces the
influence of ecological thought on alternative agricultural practices in the United States beginning in the 1930's; topics include
the "permanent agriculture" movement that promoted such ideas
as long-term land-use planning.

On the Rim: Looking for the Grand Canyon, by Mark Neumann
(University of Minnesota Press; 373 pages; $29.95). Discusses
the canyon as a tourist attraction, cultural icon, and site of modern representational politics since the nineteenth century.
Shaping tile Sierra: Nature, Culture, and Conflict in the
Changing West, by Timothy P. Duane (University of California
Press; 624 pages; $50). Documents the impact of rapid population growth on the culture, economy, and ecology of California's
Sierra Nevada since the late 1960's.

Virtual Rivers: Lessons from the Mountain Rivers of the Colorado Front Range, by Ellen E. Wohl (Yale University Press;
210 pages; $35). Examines the impact of logging, mining, road
construction, and other human activities on the region 's rivers;
describes the waterways as "virtual" in that they have maintained
their appearance as natural rivers while losing much of the latter's
function in the ecosystem.
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Homeward Bound
Char Miller, Trinity University
(Editor's Note: This feature continues our series of writings
by prominent environmental scholars highlighting the origin
commitment to the environment.)

always wanted to have an epiphany, but have never
by a blinding flash oflife-changing intuition.
that explains why I doubt its possibility. The fact that
are staples of environmental confessional literature
the author discovers (as does his or her reader) the
power of nature or the hubris of humanity- only
my sense that they strike a false note. As contrivthey are designed to persuade us of a truth that their
has already learned but feels compelled to present in
formula. Mother Nature has become a trope.
the most celebrated revelatory moment is Aldo
tale of how in shooting a wolf he became a changed
Sand County Almanac he recounts spotting a wolf and
frolicking along Arizona's Blue River, and, full of
itch," pumping volley after volley into the melee of
tails and playful maulings." When Leopold "reached
in time to watch a fierce green fire dying in her
later wrote, "I realized then, have known ever since,
was something new to me in those eyes - something
only to her and to the mountain." As for the "hidden
in the howl of the wolf, long known among mountains,
perceived among men," he reasserted Thoreau's
"In wildness is the salvation of the world.'~ 1
slaughter, Leopold biographer Curt Meine argues,
into Leopold's psyche." But Meine was unable
the bloody episode or Leopold's responses to it.
is, however, plenty of evidence that Leopold's compelwas designed to serve literary ends. In 1944, Albert
persuaded Leopold that the then-current manuSand County Almanac lacked an essential affective
It "is important that you let fall a hint that in the proreaching the end result of your thinking you have
followed trails like anyone else that led you up
alleys," he wrote. Leopold subsequently drafted
· Like a Mountain," an essay in which he recounts
with the wolf, and which Hochbaum praisedthe bill perfectly ... " 2
't object to Leopold's larger message that it is ernus to accept that we are but part of a much larger
in which wolves and mountains are also integral. But
by the messenger (and therefore discount
thing Leopold wants me to accept). What to do?
Lopez.
an intellectual counter to the destructive power
Spain's New World empire, an imperial arromigrants have adopted as they have run roughlives and landscapes, Lopez argues in The Redisof North America (1990) that we must embrace a
schema for understanding who we are in nature.
wealth tpat America offered, wealth that could tum
into residency, greed into harmony, was to come
thing- the cultivation and achievement of local

knowledge." To achieve this, one must take up "residence in
a place." This is not just a geographical exercise, Lopez confinns . Only by becoming "intimate with the land" can we
"enclose it in the same moral universe we occupy."3
His arguments are persuasive because they heighten our
sensitivity to the intricate interaction between nature and
civilization, an issue that has become crucial to my recent
writings. My forthcoming biography of Gifford Pinchot, for
example, has been influenced by the realization that to understand his environmental activism it is necessary to locate him
in the physical worlds through which he so energetically
moved; his acute awarene.ss of land forms - from his home
turf of northeastern Pennsylvania to western National Forests
to the Galapagos -has impelled me to pay attention to what
caught his eye.4
Lopez's insights, however, resonate most in their capacity to guide us to ourselves. Why do we respond to the world
as we do? An answer is that past places matter enormously. I
grew up in Darien, Connecticut, a suburb ofNew York City
that was laid down on top offannlands that by the mid- 1950s
were covered with second-growth woods. The rejuvenated
forests in which my friends and I romped were littered with
evidence of older economies that had drawn their wealth from
the region's stony soil. Tumble-down rock walls marked out
former com fields; orchards shrank beneath the thick canopy
of encroaching hardwoods. We turned an ivy-choked rocklined cellar into a clubhouse, and gathered up rusted pails and
tin cans to hold other unearthed treasures. Threading through
this agrarian mosaic was a network of bridle paths that led to
and from the Ox Ridge Hunt Club, a reminder of the grand
estates thatin the 1920s had absorbed smaller colonial farm. steads. By my youth, those holdings themselves had been
sold off and carved up for the housing subdivisions in which
my fellow Baby Boomers would come of age.
I did not become an environmental historian due to my
experiences in this archaeologically rich and arboreal playground, however captivating. But what fascinated me as a
child has continued to enthrall. Sifting through the layers of
material culture - those signatures of how others once inscribed themselves on the land we now inhabit- is I am
convinced the most enduring way to recapture the human
impulse set within nature's rhythms.

ENDNOTES
I. Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1949), 129-33.
2. Curt Meine, A/do Leopold: His Life and Work (Madison:
University of Wisconsin Press, 1988), 93-4; 455-9.
3. Barry Lopez, The Rediscovery ofNorth America (Lexington:
University Press of Kentucky, 1990), 21, 29, 31, 37.
4. Char Miller, Gifford Pinchot and the Making of Modern
Environmentalism (Washington, D.C.: Island Press/Shearwater Books, 2001); I hope that that attentiveness is also evident
in the forthcoming anthology on the environmental history of
San Antonio. In it, my colleagues and I explore the evolving
relationship between a variety of peoples and the south Texas
biosphere, an awareness that for me is a result of my twentyyear residence in the Alamo City. See Char Miller, ed., On
the Border: An Environmental History of San Antonio (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2001).
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John Muir: Family & Friends
Bonnie Johanna Gisel
John Muir: Family & Friends, the fifty-third annual California History Institute, held at Feather River Inn, in northern
California, May 4-6, 2001, was virtually a spiritual gathering
of Muir family, scholars, and enthusiasts and a portrait-study
ofMuir's relations. With over 100 in attendance, including
twenty-eight presenters, the conference was a display of the
breadth of new historical interpretation of Muir and an opportunity to revisit several recurring themes in Muir's life and
writings and in Muir scholarship.
A special thank you is directed to the keynote speakers,
Ron Limbaugh, who discussed Muir, George Wharton James,
and the controversy over Muir's letters written to Jeanne C.
Carr, Muir's mentor and life-long kindred friend. Another
thank you is due to Michael Branch, who enlightened his
audience with a talk and slide presentation on his recently
published book, John Muir's Last Journey: South to the Amazon and East to Africa (see excerpt from the book in this
issue). Topics discussed in sessions included: Muir's wilderness wanderings and environmental policy and legacy; Muir's
faith and spiritual home; teaching Muir and environmental
studies; and Muir's friendship with the John Swett family,
the Henry Fairfield Osborn family at Castlerock, and his
friendship with "the Bairns." A slide presentation by Daryl
Morrison, Director of the Holt-Atherton Special Collections
at the University of the Pacific, included many previously
little-known photographs. Ron Good, President of Restore
Retch Hetchy, provided a slide and video presentation on
the recovery of the Retch Hetchy Valley.
The highlight of the conference was the presentation to
Maymie B. Kimes (UOP '31) of the first John Muir Award
for outstanding achievement in the study and interpretation of
the life and work of John Muir. Her publication, along with
her late husband, William Kimes (UOP '31), of John Muir:
A Reading Bibliography, first published in 1977, has made a
lasting contribution to Muir scholarship. The Kimes's collection of Muir's published articles, books, pamphlets, and secondary sources will continue to be a valuable resource. In
addition to a certificate and photograph of John Muir standing
on the Merced River in Yosemite Valley, Kimes received a
chestnut walking staff that she carried with her throughout
the remainder of the conference.
Over sixty conference attendees joined six field guides
and dispersed into the mountains, valleys, and meadows in
and around Feather River Inn in search of Muir and in collegial, pathless wandering. Two evenings during the conference
were given over to musical entertainment in the Pacific Room
of the Main Lodge where Lee Stetson appeared as John Muir
to a warm reception.
This, the fifth John Muir Conference, reminded us all
that there are new modes of interpretations of the life and
work of John Muir, and countless opportunities for historical
research and for pedagogical, philosophical, theological, and
ecological avenues of exploration with regard to John Muir
and his times as we place him in historical context and permit
Muir and his world view to influence and assist us in understanding and exploring the world in which we live today.
(Editor's Note: Bonnie J. Gisel, who just published Kindred
& Related Spirits: The Letters ofJohn Muir and Jeanne C.

Carr, University of Utah Press, is embarking on an edited
collection of over 180 of Muir's essays entitled, Calypso
Borealis to Saving the Redwoods: The Published Essays of
John Muir. Once again Gisel will place Muir's writings within the historical context and provide as well as a botanical
glossary, a gazetteer of places Muir traveled and wrote from
and about. Photographs and drawings will accompany Muir's
essays and provide additional understanding and perspective.
Gisel anticipates that this edited collection of essays will be
completed in late 2003.)

NEWS

&

NOTES (continued...)

a half miles south of our ranch. In those early days (191518) of very few cars and trucks, there was no smog!! To the
East the Sierra range stood out clear and inviting, prompting
us to argue which one might be Mt. Whitney which we had
learned was the highest in the United States. In those early
days before air conditioning when the summer temperature
was 110-115 and up, farmers and many people in the small
valley towns vacationed at the seashore, Pismo in San Luis
Obispo County being a favorite destination. My parents and
many of their friends seldom ever went to the mountains.
In our third English class, one of John Muir's books was on
the required reading list. I chose My First Summer in the
Sierra, and, I was inspired to "Climb the Mountains and get
their good tidings" which I have been doing ever since.
As Supreme Court Justice William 0. Douglas wrote, "If
man could only get to know the mountains better, and let them
become a part of him, he would lose much of his aggression. The
struggle of man against man produces jealousy, deceit, frustration, bitterness, hate. The struggle of man against the mountains
is different. Man then bows before something that serenity and
humility, and dignity too."
And, further, as Sir Frances Younghusband commented in
Mt. Everest- The Reconnaissance, 1921, " ... to those who have
struggled with them, the mountains reveal beauties they will not
disclose to those who make no effort. That is the reward the
mountains give to effort. And it is because they have so much to
give and give it so lavishly to [those who] will wrestle with them,
that men love the mountains and go back to them again and again .
.. the mountains reserve their choicest gifts for those who stand
upon their summits."
Below is a list of the climbs undertaken by Mamie and Bill
Kimes:
Southern California
Mt. Saddleback (highest in
5000'
1950
Orange County)
Mt. San Antonio (Baldy)- (climbed
every December 26 with the
1945-1950
10800'
Riverside Sierra Club)
1948
11485'
Mt. San Gorgonio
1947; 1948
8000'
Mt. San Jacinto
1948
10500'
Mt. San Bernardino (from both sides)
High Sierra
Mt. Hoffman (in spring aglow with
1946
10921'
wildflowers)
1947
13577'
Mt. Brewer
1949
13090'
Mt. Lyell
Mt. Ritter (which completed the
1949
13577'
John Muir Trail for them)
1945, 1947,
14496'
Mt. Whitney (3 times)
1951
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Miscellaneous
Grand Canyon (South Rim to
Colorado River, 14 mile round trip)
Havasupai River (crossed 26 times to
the Colorado River and return)
Wonderland Trail around Mt. Rainier
3 rainy days)
(from Lake Louise to the
of6 Glaciers)
the Sonjafiord from
to the foot of the Jostedel
with a professor from the
of Bergen)

1950
1949
1950
1951; 1984

12338'
extensively in
District)
the John Muir
Park Trail to Lake Agnes,
return to Lake Louise)

1957
1963
1967
1967

Kimes asked the Newsletter to reprint a favorite poem.

Costs are a problem everywhere, especially in academia
today. We can only continue publishing and distributing this
modest newsletter through support from our readers. By
becoming a member of the John Muir Center, you will be
assured of receiving the Newsletter for a full year. You will
also be kept on our mailing list to receive information on the
annual California History Institute and other events and
opportunities sponsored by the John Muir Center.
Please join us by completing the following form and
returning it, along with a $15 check made payable to The
John Muir Center for Regional Studies, University of the
Pacific, 3601 Pacific Avenue, Stockton, CA 95211.

r------------------I

I Climb to Live
by Stan Zunde
I Climb to Live, for it bas helped me:
To find bow much anguish my spirit can take
To conquer not the mountain, but myself
To dare to do that which could kill me
To say, "I can't possibly do that"- then do it
To do that which I feared to do
learn that the body can take whatever the spirit wills it to take
To build a reservoir of courage by overcoming danger
beauty in vistas and panoramas of mountains and valleys stretched
below as far as the eye can see from a mountain peak
To see tiny alpine flowers fight for existence in a crack,
in a smooth vertical rock wall
the roar of the tumbling waterfall just a shade of tone below the
sound of the wind in tall trees.
feel oneselfblend into the glory of God's creation until the self
and oneness with a beautiful environment is the only feeling.
ic01nmune with the· Creator and admire the glory of His creation
see the wild, raw power of avalanches, tumbling boulders,
swollen torrents of water
experience a love of adventure and to reject a false security
To feel self-reliant in living with danger
do without water on a hot day- without adequate clothing in
freezing weather
the capacity of human beings to make each other unhappy
when there is so much real misery in the world But no one can be in the mountains without
Being changed for the better by them.
Time and life fly by in the cities.
the mountains time and life glide slowly, gently, peacefully.
the mountains and you will find the land where loneliness ends.
Nature's peace will flow into youThe winds will refresh you The storms renew your energy Cares will fade away like autumn leaves Fulfillment will bring you joySerenity will overwhelm youAnd composure will be your way oflife.
Go back to the city- refreshed- renewed- resolved.
Don't make a decision about a problem
Until you've seen it from a mountain top.
For there is no dark unfilled abyss
Man's spirit may not bear
And, out of horror arched with death
Regain new breath and vow to seek again
the sun and windswept air-
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~s, I want to join the John Muir Center and

1

;ontinue to receive the John Muir Newsletter.
Enclosed is $15 for a one-year membership. Use this
form to renew your current membership: Outside U.S.A.
add $4.00 for postage.
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